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DR: [T[ -- 2860S 
Dear General TURGUT. - M 


Thank you for your letter of 27 May 2002 requesting an update on our on-going efforts regardin g 
military assistance to Turkey and in particular, the Turkish General Staff’s (TGS) prioritized list 
of requirements that your defense attaché provided the Department of Defense (DoD) last fall. 


‘he U.S. Government greatly values its strategic partnership with Turkey. In recognition of 


Turkey as a key ally, last fall DoD began working with other U.S. government agencies to 
identify potential areas of support to Turkey. As part of this effort, DoD asked Turkey’s defense 


e list. The number one priority, debt forgiveness, 
requires the U.S. Congress to authorize and appropriate funds to liquidate the debts being 


Der rom: iple Sources 
De iTY OfmX(6) 


ief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY _ Chief. Records & Declas 


GOd - Alda LOFMIC AOA WHASNV AL 


50d 


AONHDOV YHH.LO OL GHaedHdSNVALL 


GR 





‘ ~SECRE 


DoD strongly supports Turkey’s request to purchase additional Seahawk helicopters. However, I 
was recently told that it is unlikely EXIM Bank’s Board of Directors will extend the period of 
performance on the previous loan facility for a duration that will permit the use for this new 
procurement. Congress has made it clear recently that EXIM Bank loans are not for procurement 
of military equipment and is closely scrutinizing EXIM Bank activities in this area. 


The IMET increase was a huge success for the Administration and Turkey. Turkey continues to 
be the number one recipient of IMET funding in the world, a clear sign of the value the U.S. 
places on its strategic partnership with Turkey. We successfully increased the IMET budget for 
Turkey from $1.7 million in FY01 to $2.7 million in FY02. The Administration’s request for 
IMET funding for Turkey in FY03 is $2.8 million, again the largest request for any country in 
the world. We will continue our efforts to increase this further. 


Technology transfer is another.area in which we continue to strongly support Turkey. This is 
less tangible than other items on your list. As you know, both the AH-1Z ATAK helicopter and 
the AEW programs were originally identified as FMS only. At the request of Turkey, we made 
significant compromises to make the systems available via Direct Commercial Sales. The U.S. 
teams openly addressed technology issues with Turkey and believe we have reached a position 
that meets our security requirements while also permitting Turkey to meet hers. From 
discussions with the contractors, I understand the contract negotiation issues have largely been 
related to terms and conditions in the contracts themselves and not release of technology. On the 
AEW program, I was pleased to learn that SSM and Boeing recently signed a contract for four 
aircraft. I want to thank you for your personal and highly constructive involvement in helping 
the two sides conclude the negotiations, and can assure you DoD will do everything to support 
prompt congressional approval and issuance of an export license. 


My staff has prepared a matrix (attached) identifying the status or way ahead for all the items on 
your list. Some of the equipment, such as the UH-1H helicopters, is available for transfer under 
the Excess Defense Articles program. Others, such as Hellfire missiles, are not excess to U.S. 
defense needs but are candidates for purchase by Turkey. Since we believe this is a living 
document, our two staffs should work closely to keep the list current. 


Please do not hesitate to contact either Maj Gen Peterson or myself if you have any additional 
questions or require additional assistance. 


Sincerely, 


TOME H. WALTERS, JR. 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL, USAF 
DIRECTOR 
Attachment as stated,” 
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